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April 15, 2004
CORRECTION: A previous version of this release contained an incorrect lecture title.
Please use this corrected version.
Contact: UM Provost Lois Muir, Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic
Affairs, (406) 243-4689.
UM LECTURER WILL DISCUSS BRAIN FUNCTION
MISSOULALearn how neurotransmitters affect brain function and how drugs of the future may be
able to treat brain diseases at the Provost’s Distinguished Faculty Series Spring 2004 Lecture
Wednesday, April 28, at The University of Montana.
Richard Bridges, UM professor of biomedical and pharmaceutical sciences, will present
“Memory Maker or Memory Taker? The Many Roles that Glutamate Plays in the Brain” at 7
p.m. in the Music Recital Hall. The lecture is free and open to the public.
Brain cells communicate using specific signaling molecules called neurotransmitters.
Glutamate is an interesting neurotransmitter because it plays an important role in the more
complex processes of learning and memory. These same signaling pathways also appear to be
especially vulnerable to injury, with losses contributing to such brain disorders as stroke,
epilepsy and Alzheimer’s disease.
In his lecture, Bridges will discuss how damage to glutamate systems could impair
memory formation, while increasing the activity of these systems might provide a way to
enhance learning.
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“Richard Bridges epitomizes the best of U M ,” said Provost Lois Muir. “He is a
cutting-edge preeminent faculty member whose research pushes the frontiers of brain science.”
Bridges earned his bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from the University of California,
Davis, and his doctoral degree in biochemistry from Cornell University Medical College.
Before coming to UM in 1993, he was on the Department of Neurology faculty and the
Alzheimer’s Research Center at the University of California, Irvine, College of Medicine.
At UM, Bridges serves as director of the Center for Biomedical Research Excellence in
Neuroscience and is a founding member of the Montana Neuroscience Institute.
For more information on the lecture, call UM Provost Lois Muir at 243-4689.
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